
Dunns Road Upgrade 

Dunns Road is a two-lane 80 kilometre per hour local road, approximately five kilometres in 

length. The existing sealed sections (approximately 2.8 kilometres) are narrow, the edge line and 

the double dividing line is faded and worn with limited sight distance over the crests. 

The unsealed lengths (approximately 2.2 kilometres) between the sealed sections comprise of 

loose gravel surface with creek crossings protected by steel guard fence barriers. Sight distance 

to property access is restricted, especially on either side of the crests. 

Apart from the first 1.6 kilometres of sealed road west of Holbrook Road, the road has areas of 

poor vertical and horizontal alignment and the road pavement is sealed only at crests (sealed 

prior to 2004, following a fatality in 2000). The verge to fence-line area contains remnant 

vegetation (protected tree species) that forms an isolated environmental corridor requiring 

protection. A 4.5 tonne limit currently exists on Dunns Road to restrict truck movements. 

Prior to sub divisional development at the eastern end of Dunns Road, the entire length of the 

road, from Holbrook Road to the Olympic Highway, could be best described as an unsealed 

'goat' track that serviced farmland. There were no culverts at any of the creek crossings and 

access through for the full length was only available to trucks and large emergency vehicles (e.g. 

fire trucks) in dry weather only. Over time culverts were installed to provide all season access. 

Traffic volumes increased for all types of vehicles as it became a 'trafficable short cut' to the 

southern extents of Wagga Wagga. 

The road surface was narrow, undulating and unsealed. As the traffic volumes increased, 

accidents started to occur at a disproportionate rate to the traffic volume using the road. A death 

occurred on Dunns Road in 2000. A death had also occurred at the Holbrook/Dunns Road 

intersection approximately 10 years prior. Many other serious injury incidents had also occurred 

at the two intersections and along Dunns Road itself. 

A 2018 traffic count confirmed that 331 vehicles use the road daily at the western end of the 

existing sub divisional development. Once the upgrade is completed, it is anticipated that traffic 

volumes are likely to increase to 1,000 vehicles per day. 

Many complaints and requests for action have come from the community to Council to improve 

safety for traffic in this location. Parts of the road have since been sealed to appropriate width, 

however 2.2km still remains unsealed. 

Previously, Council had closed Dunns Road to all traffic on a trial basis to determine whether this 

was a viable permanent option. A fence was installed with a lockable swing gate (to provide 

access for emergency vehicles), but due to ongoing vandalism and damage to the fence and 

gate the trial was aborted. Based on review, analysis and history it seemed logical to consider 

only safe, viable and cost-effective solutions. 

  



Scope for the project 

The scope of works are as follows: 

• Detailed design, construction and commissioning of rehabilitated pavements along a 
length of Dunns Road between Holbrook Road and Olympic Highway, including new 
intersection treatments at Holbrook Road (a roundabout) and at Olympic Highway (a 'T 
junction'), drainage system, sediment controls, drainage controls, boundary fencing and 
traffic controls. 

Project elements 

This project includes the following works: 

• The vertical and horizontal alignments shall not change significantly from existing 
conditions 

• The full length of Dunns Road to be sealed to industry standard width with appropriate 
pavement depth for traffic usage 

• A roundabout to be constructed at the Holbrook/Dunns Road intersection 
• An appropriate channelised right hand turn facility to be constructed at the intersection of 

Olympic Highway and Dunns Road intersection 
• Intelligent Traffic Signs (ITS) to be installed along the rural section of Dunns Road 
• A wire safety rope to be installed in selected areas along the rural section of Dunns Road 

to restrict construction impact upon the environmentally sensitive tree corridor and to 
improve driver safety 

• Appropriate measures to be taken to protect the recently discovered ring tree along 
Dunns Road (of significant importance to the indigenous community) 

• Property (Land) acquisitions to widen the road 
• Review of Environmental Factors including AHMS investigation and ACHAR 
• Relocation and protection of public utilities within the road reserve 
• Landscaping of areas disturbed by construction and plantings for biodiversity impact 

mitigation 
• Establishment of construction compound and stockpile sites 
• Stakeholder engagement 

 


