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Australian Army Band Kapooka to exercise its Freedom of the City

Residents of Wagga Wagga and surrounds are urged to save the date and head down to
the city centre for the Australian Army Band Kapooka'’s Freedom of Entry to the City
Parade on Sunday 15 October 2023.

There will be plenty of excitement and pageantry at this event as the Australian Army Band
Kapooka marches along Baylis Street, including in a ceremonial ‘granting’ of the Freedom
of Entry to the City to the Australian Army Band outside the Civic Centre, at the corner of
Baylis and Morrow Streets.

Following the march, the community are invited to a free community concert showcasing
the Rock Band of the Australian Army Band Kapooka who will perform a high energy ‘Hour
of Power’ concert in the Victory Memorial Gardens.

Mayor of the City of Wagga Wagga Councillor Dallas Tout said it would be a significant
event for the Australian Army Band Kapooka and the community.

“The Freedom of Entry to the City is a symbolic presentation which represents the highest
honour a city can confer on an individual or a Military Unit,” Cr Tout said.

“The last time the band was granted Freedom of the City was in 2009.

“The event in October reflects the strong relationship between Wagga Wagga and the
Australian Army Band Kapooka, as well as the broader Defence community.

“It will be a chance for everyone to show their support and say ‘thank you’ to the band and
its musicians, past and present, for their outstanding service to the nation, while enjoying a
wonderful military spectacle.”

Officer Commanding and Music Director, Australian Army Band Kapooka Major Greg
Peterson said the band was “deeply honoured” to be granted the Freedom of Entry to the
City of Wagga Wagga.

“The Australian Army Band Kapooka performs up to 300 official engagements for both
military and community audiences every year,” Major Peterson said.

“Partnering with local charities is just one example of the impact of our community
engagement.

“On average, the band raises around $10,000 per year, with funds going directly to a wide
range of local and regional charities.”

The event also coincides with a reunion of ex-serving soldier musicians from the Australian
Army Band Corps Association.
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“Their dedicated service to Army and the community of Wagga Wagga over the last 70
years is the reason why the Australian Army Band Kapooka enjoys its outstanding
reputation within the Riverina today,” Major Peterson said.

“As such, the granting of Freedom of Entry to the City also serves as recognition for the
service and sacrifice of Army’s ex-serving soldier musicians, many of whom have served
their Country with distinction on various operational deployments over the years.”

The spectacular street march along Baylis Street starts at 10.30am on Sunday 15 October
2023, with the free ‘Hour of Power’ concert at the Victory Memorial Gardens commencing
at 12.30pm.

--- Ends ---

MEDIA OPPORTUNITY

What: Hear details of what's in store when the Australian Army Band Kapooka exercises
its Freedom of Entry to the City of Wagga Wagga on Sunday 15 October 2023.

The community is being encouraged to come down to the city centre to cheer on the
parade and then stay on to enjoy the Rock Band of the Australian Army Band Kapooka
perform a high energy ‘Hour of Power’ concert in the Victory Memorial Gardens from
12.30pm.

Who: Mayor of the City of Wagga Wagga Cr Dallas Tout and Officer Commanding and
Music Director, Australian Army Band Kapooka Major Greg Peterson.

When: Thursday 21 September 2023 at 9.30am.

Where: Victory Memorial Gardens stage.

Contact 6926 9190 or media@wagga.nsw.gov.au

About Wagga Wagga City Council

Wagga Wagga City Council serves more than 68,000 residents across an area of 4825
square kilometres with an overall budget of more than $236M.

The organisation manages more than $2.48 billion in assets, including a 2300km road
network, Wagga Wagga Airport, Livestock Marketing Centre and the Oasis Aquatic
Centre.

Council also provides important community facilities such as Wagga Wagga Art Gallery,
Wagga Wagga City Library, Museum of the Riverina and Civic Theatre, as well as
maintaining countless parks, playgrounds and sporting facilities to ensure Wagga
maintains its reputation as ‘the City of Good Sports’.

Keep updated on Facebook and Instagram.
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