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Museum helping Wagga Wagga stay cool with Summer 
Holiday programs 
 
The Museum of the Riverina is running a series of holiday activities to help visitors beat 
the heat and have affordable summer fun this January.  
 
With a series of free daily drop-in activities, weekly sun-safe hat making workshops and 
family friendly tours there’s something for everyone. There’s even a free icy pole awaiting 
visitors to help them cool off.  
 
Most significantly, the Museum is reviving its partnership with the Wagga Wagga Society 
of Model Engineers (WWSME), which operates the Willans Hill Miniature Railway, to open 
the Museum Station on the first and third Sunday in January.  
 
This will allow visitors to board the train at the Botanic Gardens Station, disembark at the 
Museum Station and then return after a visit to the Museum.  
 
This partnership is part of a callout for new volunteers for the WWSME, which is in need of 
additional volunteer support to maintain and operate the Willans Hill Miniature Railway.  
 
Wagga Wagga Society of Model Engineers President Eric Hill said “There is a 
considerable amount of time, effort and skill that goes into operating the Miniature Railway. 
 
“We are always looking for volunteers so that we can continue to operate.”  
 
Museum Education and Public Programs Officer Angus Cawdell-Smith acknowledged the 
miniature railway’s popularity.  
 
“The miniature railway is a hugely popular attraction and an asset to the Botanic Gardens 
Precinct.” Mr Cawdell-Smith said. 
 
 “Partnering with the WWSME helps bring new audiences to the Museum and we hope 
that, in turn, this partnership will help to attract new volunteers for the WWSME.” 
 
In addition, the Museum of the Riverina is also running the MoR Sunsafe initiative to not 
just help beat the heat, but to support the community’s overall wellbeing.  
 
Free water and sunscreen are available to visitors, alongside free mosquito repellent and 
COVID-19 tests, as part of Wagga Wagga City Council’s environmental health campaign 
in conjunction with NSW Health.  
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Museum Manager Luke Grealy said “We hope that our MoR Summer Holiday Programs 
will give Wagga Wagga locals and visitors a fun new way to cool off this summer, while 
enjoying everything the Museum has to offer.”  
 
The MoR Summer Holiday Program will run until Sunday 28 January at the Museum of the 
Riverina, Botanic Gardens site (on Lord Baden Powell Drive).  
 
For further information, visit the Museum’s website www.museumriverina.com.au  
 
 

--- ENDS --- 

 

 
MEDIA OPPORTUNITY  
 
What: Hear about the Museum of the Riverina’s three new exhibitions at the Historic 
Council Chambers site, and the MoR Summer Holidays Programs happening at the 
Botanic Gardens site.  
Who: Museum Education and Public Programs Officer Angus Cawdell-Smith. 
When: Wednesday 3 January at 11am.  
Where: Historic Council Chambers, Baylis Street (entry via Civic Centre forecourt).  

 
 

 

Contact 6926 9190 or media@wagga.nsw.gov.au 

 
 
 
 
 

 

About Wagga Wagga City Council 
 
Wagga Wagga City Council serves more than 68,000 residents across an area of 4825 
square kilometres with an overall budget of more than $236M. 
 
The organisation manages more than $2.48 billion in assets, including a 2300km road 
network, Wagga Wagga Airport, Livestock Marketing Centre and the Oasis Aquatic 
Centre. 
 
Council also provides important community facilities such as Wagga Wagga Art Gallery, 
Wagga Wagga City Library, Museum of the Riverina and Civic Theatre, as well as 
maintaining countless parks, playgrounds and sporting facilities to ensure Wagga 
maintains its reputation as ‘the City of Good Sports’. 

Keep updated on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
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